
PM tells city to keep chin up
NICOLE MILLS

PRIME Minister Tony Abbott
said the people of Geelong
must take a lead role in trans-
forming the city after a spate of
manufacturing job losses. 

Speaking at a job agency
announcement at Simonds
Stadium yesterday, Mr Abbott
said Geelong had suffered
some big knocks but creative
and innovative people had to
step in and drive change. 

“I think it’s important for
the leaders of Geelong not to
talk the place down,” he said. 

“I know you can’t avoid the
problems . . . (but) it is very
important that everybody is
talking about Geelong’s oppor-
tunities as well as their
challenges.”

Mr Abbott said the way
Newcastle dealt with the with-
drawal of BHP was a shining
example of how change could
come from within. 

“In the end it’s the quality of
the people that makes all the
difference,” he said.

“Newcastle was a city that
lost an iconic employer 15
years ago and instead of
lamenting it, it focused on the
future rather than the past. 

“With the right mental atti-
tude and with a can-do
approach to things, Newcastle
illustrated that it can be done.”

Mr Abbott was in town to
announce a shake up of the
way the Federal Government
funds job seeker agencies, with

an emphasis on finding short-
term employment. 

The change will see Job Ser-
vices Australia renamed Job
Active, with employment
agencies receiving funding for
securing four weeks’ work for
their clients, as well as the

existing 12 and 26-week
outcomes.

But Opposition spokesman
Richard Marles said the
announcement did nothing to
help the Alcoa workers who
had lost their jobs after the
closure of Point Henry. 

“Coming to Geelong and
changing the name of the pro-
gram would be of little comfort
to the Alcoa workers and their
families who lost their jobs,”
Mr Marles said. 

“We still don’t have a single
cent of federal money dedi-
cated to Geelong to help with
this economic shock.”

Mr Abbott denied the new
funding arrangement would
lead to a casualisation of the
workforce. 

“We know that there are a
lot of short-term jobs available,
particularly in regional Austra-
lia,” Mr Abbott said. 

“These are often the start of
someone’s renewed connec-
tion with the labour market.
Sure it’s always good to have
secure long-term jobs but very
often a short-term casual job is
the best stepping stone.”

Local job agencies, includ-
ing Gforce and Matchworks,
secured five-year contracts and
have welcomed the changes.

PRIME Minister Tony 
Abbott has reaffirmed his 
desire to see the first 
Australian P-Tech school 
built in Geelong. 

The New York-style model
welcomes private businesses 
to partner with schools to 
mentor students in science, 
engineering and maths. 

The Pathways in 
Technology Early College 
High School pilot program 
was first flagged by the Prime 
Minister last October. 

The PM yesterday said 

plans were under way. “We 
are working with the State 
Government which, as you 
know, runs public schools,” 
he said.

“My understanding is that
those discussions are going 
well and we’ll have an 
announcement to make in 
the not too distant future.”

Mr Abbott confirmed 
Geelong would be home to 
the pilot program. “Yes, the 
first of the P-Tech schools 
will be here in the Geelong 
region,” he said.

GEELONG GETS FIRST P-TECH SCHOOL
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Mr Abbott with Cats chief Brian Cook yesterday.
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LOOKING UP:
Tony Abbott and Geelong 
Mayor Darryn Lyons at 
yesterday’s jobs plan 
announcement in Geelong. 
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