
New twist on 
science role
THE federal government 
will give companies a 
greater role in the schools 
system, spend $188.5 mil-
lion on fi ve industry 
growth centres, reform 
employee share schemes 
to encourage start-ups 
and revamp the 457 visa 
program.

A new science coun-
cil led by Prime Minis-
ter Tony Abbott, which 
includes the education, 
industry and health min-
isters, the chief scientist, 
fi ve business leaders and 
fi ve scientists, will replace 
the existing Prime Minis-
ter’s science council.

Also as part of a 
$400 million industry pol-
icy, regulators will accept 
international standards 
for some products to re-
duce red tape.

That money adds to a 
$200 million lift for voca-
tional training and ap-
prenticeships announced 
last month.

Mr Abbott and Industry 
Minister Ian Macfarlane 
said their industry, inno-
vation and competitive-
ness agenda would lower 
business costs and encour-
age entrepreneurship.

Mr Abbott said the 
policy put science at the 
centre of industry policy, 
linked business closer 

with research and got 
rid of poorly performing
sectors.

He said he was keen to 
trial an industry-linked 
pathway in a technology 
early college high school, 
or P-TECH type school, 
like one he visited in New 
York this year.

A pilot program will 
get $500,000, part of a 
$12 million package with 
$7.4 million for maths re-
sources and $3.5 million 
for computer coding at 
schools.

“There’s no reason why 
we couldn’t have schools 
that specialise in science, 
technology, engineering 
and maths in conjunction 
with businesses,” he said.

The fi ve industry cen-
tres will focus on food 
and agribusiness; mining, 
equipment and technol-
ogy services; oil, gas and 
energy resources; medical 
technology and pharma-
ceuticals; and advanced 
manufacturing sectors.

He said the government 
spent $10 billion a year on 
research and was deter-
mined to get commercial 
bang for its buck.

Australian Academy of 
Science spokesman Les 
Field said anything that 
got science closer to indus-
try was “a big plus”.
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