
P-TECH model to be set up in low socio-economic school

IBM backs Geelong site
NICOLE MILLS

A GEELONG government
school, probably in a low
socio-economic area, will be
the first in Australia to trial
the American P-TECH
model.

Assistant Education and
Training Minister Simon Bir-
mingham said the Federal
Government was deep in talks
with its Victorian counterpart.

“I think we’re very close to
being able to settle on a school
in Geelong as well as poten-

tially another site in Victoria,”
he said. 

“I’m very optimistic that
we’ll be at a point of having a
school settled in the very near
future.”

The P-TECH model brings
businesses into high schools
to help students develop the
academic and practical skills
needed to succeed in the jobs
of the future.

The model focuses on sci-
ence, technology, engineering
and maths subjects. 

IBM was instrumental in
establishing the model in the

United States and IBM Foun-
dation president Stanley
Litow was in Geelong to meet
local businesses yesterday.

He said the first P-TECH
school opened in the US in
September 2011, but that
number had quickly grown to
more than 100 sites by the end
of this year.

One of those is in New-
burgh, New York, a city with a
similar story to Geelong. 

“It had a devastating loss of
manufacturing jobs,” Mr
Litow said.

“It needed to transform it-

self and the school that we’re
involved with in this very
distressed area has had some
of the best academic perform-
ance out of any school in the
state of New York, so I don’t
think there’s anything about
this model that won’t be
workable in Geelong.”

Mr Litow and Senator
Birmingham met with Com-
mittee for Geelong executive
members and representatives
from Deakin University,
Gordon Tafe and the Vic-
torian Education Depart-
ment.g

Assistant Education and Training Minister Senator Simon
Birmingham and IBM Foundation president Stanley Litow.
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