
$12m investment in teaching STEM

Education

TimDodd

Prime Minister Tony Abbott commit-
ted $12 million on Tuesday to boost the
teaching of science, technology, engi-
neering and maths in schools.

Most of the money, $7.4 million, will
go to providing "innovative maths
resources" for primary and high
schools, and another $3.5 million to
expose school students to computer
coding.

The government will also push to
boost student participation in STEM
summer schools, with the aim of
increasing the number of girls,
disadvantaged students, indigenous
students and those from outside the big
cities.

The government's move to boost
STEM teaching in schools comes just
after its review of the school curricu-
lum, released on Sunday, recom-
mended not offering students the
digital technology subject until Year 9.

The Australian Council of Deans of
Information and Communications
Technology said it was "dismayed" at
die curriculum recommendation.

"Cutting die development of funda-
mental computational dunking so nec-
essary for the jobs of tomorrow is
equivalent to reducing die capabilities
of school leavers to second class citizens
on a global scale" said ACDICT presi-
dent Iwona Miliszewska.

She said die call to reduce die digital

curriculum was difficult to reconcile
with die government's plan to enhance
STEM teaching in schools.

Professor Miliszewska said informa-
tion and communications technology
subjects should be introduced to stu-
dents as early as possible.

Mr Abbott also announced a
$500,000 grant to pilot one of his
favourite educational projects - a
school with strong industry involve-
ment tiiat includes mentoring, work-
place visits and internships for
students.

It will be modelled on a school Mr
Abbott visited in New York - die Path-

ways in Technology Early College High
School - which is sponsored by IBM
and otiier IT companies.

"I saw a school tiiat I tiiought had a
lot of potential in New York and we're
going to explore sometiiing along simi-
lar lines in Australia," he said.

"We're putting aside a modest
amount of money to explore what
might be possible."

The government plans to select a
location for the pilot school in a socially
disadvantaged area.

The school will offer students a
standard curriculum, augmented witii
technical subjects.

Tony Abbott has put $7.4m into maths resources. PHOTO: ALEX ELLINGHAUSEN
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