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16 February 2018

Dear Skilling Australia Foundation, 

Firstly I wanted to express my deepest gratitude to Skilling Australia Foundation for the  
amazing work you are doing in supporting young people to reach their goals, dreams and  
believe in themselves. 

By all standards set out by the high school system my daughter left school a “failure”. Asked by 
the school not to return to complete year 12, I personally grappled with feeling like a failure as 
a parent. program. She has never said anything negative about the program. She has embraced 
each day & every day she comes home I see a positive transformation in her attitude, her 
outlook and self-esteem. School had been a constant source of  stress & anxiety for us especially 
for her as she was made to feel & believe she wasn’t good enough. Every day in the last couple 
of  year’s high school had been a struggle. She missed school regularly, attended late, and 
didn’t hand in set homework. There were times when she made it to school only to leave early 
because she felt overwhelmed or to sit in a classroom for an entire period and not understand 
or comprehend the information. At times she cried as she said “my good enough isn’t good 
enough for them (teachers)”.

The education system is geared up as a “race” for the “best”. If  you do great academically you 
will achieve anything. No-one speaks about emotional intelligence to which my daughter has 
an abundance of. She is thoughtful & compassionate however high school does not grade you 
on these abilities. The pressure on our children to succeed at high school is the basis to mental 
illness within young people.

My daughter was left at the end of  year 11 without a firm plan. A careers counsellor from the 
school booked her into TAFE & then that was it. TAFE seemed like the best option as there 
were no other options. I had visions of  her not achieving anything in her life as she was so 
destroyed by the education system. She had no friends, no options, and no hope. It was an 
emotionally challenging time. 

Then I spoke to Evan from WPC Group who recommended Skilling Australia Foundation & 
the Citi New Recruits program. She has gone from strength to strength. Despite feeling and 
believing she was a failure she has picked herself  up. She has been exposed to amazing mentors 
who believe in her. They can see what I see. They see her strengths. She is receiving positive 
feedback. She has attended every day of  this program. She has never said anything negative 
about the program. She has embraced each day & every day she comes home I see a positive 
transformation in her attitude, her outlook and self-esteem. Finally we have now all found some 
peace & a brighter future.

My daughter is smiling again. What a wonderful gift. 

Yours Sincerely, 
Katherine Fairest

Katherine Fairest


