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Many paths to top job
Janita Singh

SOME of the best jobs don’t
require a university degree,
according to workforce de-
velopment and skills expert
Nicholas Wyman.

Mr Wyman, who has writ-
ten the book Job U about
non-traditional pathways to
getting a dream job, believed
acquiring skills was more
necessary to a fulfilling ca-
reer than getting a tra-
ditional degree.

“A surprising percentage
of people who get their edu-
cation outside of a tra-
ditional university setting
earn more than peers who
spend years and thousands
of dollars earning a degree,”

Mr Wyman, the chief execu-
tive of the Institute for Work-
place Skills and Innovation,
said.

“Opportunities can’t be
found inside a traditional
classroom, but rather in the
educational options that pro-
vide the technical, vocation-
al and soft skills companies
actually need.”

It was also time to re-look
at how our education system
worked.

“Many of our education in-
stitutions are not connected
to the skills needs of employ-
ers,” Mr Wyman said.

›› Job U, published by 
Allen & Unwin, RRP 
$26.99

TIP 1
Talk to children

about their passions,
and discuss the best 

f ttiway of getting
them there. Keep an 

open mind.

TIP 2
Don’t act in 

isolation. Partnerships
between schools and 

industry enables 
innovative approaches 

to the way learning is
delivered.

Don’t see vocational training as second tier
›› Vocational education is a solid path for any young person
seeking to acquire the skills and knowledge to launch a 
successful career, says Nicholas Wyman (pictured).
›› Apprenticeships and workplace training programs can 
open the door to solid middle-class incomes.
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